
AMERICA CLAIMS 
AN EMPIRE 



IMPERIALISM AND AMERICA 

•  Throughout the 19th century 
America expanded control of 
the continent to the Pacific 
Ocean 

•  By 1880, many American 
leaders felt the U.S. should 
join European nations and 
establish colonies overseas 

•  Thus began America’s foray 
into Imperialism – the policy 
in which stronger nations 
extend control over weaker 
nations 



WHY IMPERIALISM? 

•  1) Desire for Military 
strength – Mahan 
advised strong navy 

•  2) Thirst for new 
markets – to spur 
economy & trade 

•  3) Belief in Cultural 
Superiority – a belief 
that Anglo-Saxons 
were superior  



Roosevelt’s Big Stick Diplomacy 
“Speak softly and carry a big stick and you will go far.”  
Roosevelt used this old African proverb to guide his 
foreign policy. 

•  The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine — The 
United States will act as “an international police power” in 
the Western Hemisphere and intervene to prevent 
intervention by other powers. 

•  Big stick Diplomacy- don’t do what we like and we will 
sent our navy and marines  

•  Roosevelt in Latin America — Under Roosevelt, the United 
States often intervened in Latin America. 

•  Roosevelt in Asia — Roosevelt wanted to preserve an 
open door to trade with China.  He won a Nobel peace 
prize for negotiating a peace settlement between Russia 
and Japan. 





Great White Fleet 







Foreign Policy After Roosevelt 
William Howard Taft 
•  Elected President in 1908 
•  Taft believed in maintaining 

influence through American 
investments, not military might. 

•  This policy was called dollar 
diplomacy. 

•  The United States reached 
new heights of international 
power under Roosevelt and 
Taft. 

•  However, the policies of both 
Presidents also created 
enemies in Latin America and 
a growing international 
resentment of U.S. 
intervention. 

Faults of dollar diplomacy-  
•  not always profitable for 

investors because of 
revolutions / wars. 

•  Damaged relations with 
many countries.  U.S. help 
was resented. 



United States Interventions, 
1898-1934  





THE U.S. ACQUIRES 
ALASKA 

•  In 1867, Secretary of State 
William Steward arranged 
for the United States to 
buy Alaska from the 
Russians for $7.2 million 

•  Some thought it was a silly 
idea and called it 
“Steward’s Icebox” 

•  Time has shown how 
smart it was to buy Alaska 
for 2 cents an acre 

•  Alaska is rich in timber, 
minerals and oil 

Alaska 



U.S. TAKES HAWAII 

•  Hawaii had been 
economically important to 
Americans for centuries 

•  To avoid import taxes 
(tariffs), sugar growers 
pleaded for annexation 

•  The U.S. knew the value of 
the Islands – they had 
built a naval base at Pearl 
Harbor in 1887  

•  Led by Sanford Dole, 
American annexed Hawaii 
in 1898 and it formally 
became a state in 1959 



SECTION 2: THE SPANISH 
AMERICAN WAR 

•  America had long held an 
interest in Cuba 

•  When Cubans 
unsuccessfully rebelled 
against Spanish rule in 
the late 19th century, 
American sympathy went 
out to the Cuban people 

•  After Spain abolished 
slavery in Cuba in 1886, 
Americans invested 
millions in Cuban sugar  Cuba is just 90 miles south 

of Florida 



CUBA’S SECOND WAR FOR 
INDEPENDENCE 

•  Anti-Spain sentiment 
in Cuba soon erupted 
into a second war for 
independence 

•  Led by poet Jose 
Marti, Cuba attempted 
a revolution in 1895 

•  Marti deliberately 
destroyed property, 
including American 
sugar plants, hoping 
to provoke American 
intervention Marti 



WAR FEVER ESCALATES 

•  Newspaper 
publishers William 
Randolph Hearst 
(New York Journal) 
and Joseph Pulitzer 
(New York World) 
exaggerated  
Spanish atrocities 
and brutality in 
“Headline Wars” 

Political cartoon: Pulitzer (left) and 
Hearst escalating and instigating war 

between the U.S. and Spain 



U.S.S MAINE EXPLODES 

•  Early in 1888, 
President McKinley 
ordered the U.S.S. 
Maine to Cuba in 
order to bring home 
American citizens in 
danger 

•  On February 15, 1898 
the ship blew up in the 
harbor of Havana 

•  More than 260 men 
were killed 

Before 

After 







WAR ERUPTS WITH SPAIN 

•  There was no holding 
back those that 
wanted war with Spain 

•  Newspapers blamed 
the Spanish for 
bombing the U.S.S. 
Maine (recent 
investigations have 
shown it was a fire 
inside the Maine) 

•  “Remember the 
Maine!” became a 
rallying cry for U.S. 
intervention in Cuba 





THE WAR IN THE PHILIPPINES 

•  U.S. forces surprised 
Spain by attacking the 
Spanish colony of the 
Philippines 

•   11,000 Americans joined 
forces with Filipino rebel 
leader Emilo Aguinaldo  

•  By August, 1898 Spain 
had surrendered to the 
U.S. in Manila 



THE WAR IN THE CARIBBEAN 

•  A naval blockade of 
Cuba was followed by 
a land invasion 
highlighted by 
Roosevelt’s Rough 
Rider victory at San 
Juan Hill  

•  Next, the American 
Navy destroyed the 
Spanish fleet and 
paved the way for an 
invasion of Puerto 
Rico (Spanish colony)  





U.S. WINS; SIGNS TREATY OF 
PARIS 

•  The U.S. and Spain signed 
an armistice on August 12, 
1898, ending what 
Secretary of State John 
Hay called “a splendid little 
war” 

•  The war lasted only 16 
weeks  

•  Cuba was now 
independent 

•  U.S. receives Guam, 
Puerto Rico, and “bought” 
the Philippines for $20 
million  Treaty of Paris, 1898 



SECTION 3:                  
ACQUIRING NEW LANDS 

•  The U.S had to decide 
how to rule the new 
lands 

•  Puerto Rico wanted 
their independence– 
but the U.S. had other 
plans 

•  Puerto Rico was 
important to the U.S. 
strategically 

•  The U.S. set up a civil 
government, full 
citizenship, and a 
bicameral system  



CUBA AND THE UNITED 
STATES 

•  The Treaty of Paris granted 
full independence to Cuba 

•  The U.S signed an 
agreement with Cuba 
known as the Platt 
Amendment 1903 

•  Key features of “Platt” 
included the right of the 
U.S. to maintain naval 
stations on the island and 
the  right to intervene in 
Cuban affairs 

•  Cuba had become a 
“protectorate” of the U.S. 

Today  the U.S. has a 
prison in Guantanamo 

Bay, Cuba 



FILIPINOS REBEL 

•  Filipinos reacted with 
rage to the American 
annexation 

•  Rebel leader Emilio 
Aguinaldo vowed to 
fight for freedom and 
in 1899 he led a 
rebellion  

•  The 3-year war claimed 
20,000 Filipino rebels, 
4,000 American lives 
and $400,000,000 (20x 
the price the U.S. paid 
for the land) U.S. troops fire on rebels 



FOREIGN INFLUENCE IN CHINA 

•  China was a vast 
potential market for 
American products 

•  Weakened by war and 
foreign intervention, 
many European 
countries had colonized 
in China 

•  In 1889, John Hay, U.S. 
Secretary of State, 
issued the Open Door 
Policy which outlined 
his plan for free trade 
among nations in China  

Foreign 
nations were 
opening the 
door to 
China’s trade 



BOXER REBELLION 

•  European nations 
dominated China’s cities 

•  Resentment arose in the 
form of secret societies 
determined to rid China of 
these “foreign devils” 

•  The Boxer’s were a secret 
group that rioted in 1900, 
killing and vandalizing all 
things foreign 

•  Foreign Troops were 
called in to put down this 
“Boxer Rebellion”  



AMERICANS PROTECT RIGHTS 
IN ASIA 

•  After the Boxer Rebellion, 
John Hay again issued a 
series of Open Door 
Policies 

•  These policies reflected 
American beliefs in the 
importance of exports, the 
right of America to 
intervene to keep foreign 
markets open, and the 
belief that America’s 
survival depended on 
access to foreign markets   



SECTION 4: AMERICA AS A 
WORLD POWER 

•  Two events signaled 
America’s continued climb 
toward being the #1 world 
power 

•  1) Roosevelt negotiated a 
settlement between Russia 
and Japan who had been at 
War – his successful efforts 
in negotiating the Treaty of 
Portsmouth won Roosevelt 
the 1906 Nobel Peace Prize 

•  2) Construction of Panama 
Canal 

The Nobel 
Peace Prize 
is awarded 
annually 



THE PANAMA CANAL 

•  By the early 20th century, 
many Americans 
understood the 
advantages of a canal 
through Panama 

•  It would greatly reduce 
travel times for 
commercial and military 
ships by providing a 
short cut between the 
Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans “The shortcut” 



 BUILDING THE PANAMA 
CANAL 1904-1914 

•  The French had 
already 
unsuccessfully 
attempted to build a 
canal through Panama  

•  America first had to 
help Panama win their 
independence from 
Colombia – which it 
did 

•  Construction of the 
Canal stands as one 
of the greatest 
engineering feats of 
all-time 

Cost- $380 million             
Workers– Over 40,000 (5,600 died) 
Time – Construction took 10 years 





This view, provided by NASA, shows the thin blue line 
(canal) cutting across the middle of Panama 



Almost 1,000,000 ships have passed through the canal, 
which became sole property of Panama in the year 2000 



USS Missouri 
1941 

•  http://
www.pancanal.co
m/eng/general/
howitworks/como-
tour.html 

•  http://
www.pancanal.co
m/eng/general/
howitworks/como-
tour.html 



Debating America’s New Role 

•  What were the main arguments raised 
by the anti-imperialists? 

•  Why did imperialism appeal to many 
Americans? 

•  How was American imperialism viewed 
from abroad? 



Debating Imperialism 
Anti-Imperialists 
•  A moral and political argument: Expansionism was a 

rejection of our nation’s founding principle of “liberty for 
all.” 

•  A racial argument: Imperialism was just another form of 
racism. 

•  An economic argument: Expansion involved too many 
costs.  Maintaining the armed forces required more 
taxation, debt, and possibly even compulsory, or 
required, military service. In addition, laborers from 
other countries would compete for jobs with U.S. 
workers. 



Debating Imperialism 
Pro-Imperialists 
•  Imperialism offered a new kind of frontier for American 

expansion. 
•  A new international frontier would keep Americans from 

losing their competitive edge. 
•  Access to foreign markets made the economy stronger. 
•  In 1907, President Roosevelt sent the Great White Fleet, 

part of the United States Navy, on a cruise around the 
world to demonstrate U.S. naval power to other nations. 
American citizens clearly saw the advantages of having a 
powerful navy. 



Imperialism Viewed From 
Abroad 

•  In the Caribbean and Central America, the United States 
often had to defend governments that were unpopular with 
local inhabitants. 

•  Many U.S. citizens in Latin America heard the cry “Yankee, 
Go Home!” 

•  Even before the completion of the Panama Canal, the 
Panamanians began to complain that they suffered from 
discrimination. 

•  However, many countries also began to turn to the United 
States for help. 

•  The United States was both welcomed and rejected in other 
countries.  

•  The American government still struggles to reconcile its great 
power and national interests with its relationships with other 
nations. 


