
Family History Questionnaire 
 

A. Parents and Family 
 When and where were you born? 
 Tell me about your parents or your family background 
 Where was your family originally from? 
 What did your parents do for a living? Did you contribute to the family income or help parents in 

their work in any way? 
 

B. Community You Grew Up In 
 Describe the community you grew up in. 
 Describe your neighborhood. 
 Where did you shop? How far away were these shops and how did you get there? 

 
C. Early Schooling 
 What was school like for you? What did you like about it? What was hard about it for you? 
 Who were your friends at school? 
 Who were your favorite teachers? 
 Do you remember teasing or bullying of you or anyone else? 

 
D. Friends and Interests 
 What did you do in your spare time? 
 Who were your friends and what did you do when you got together? 
 Did you have any hobbies? 
 Favorite stories? Favorite games or make-believe? Favorite toys? 
 What did you want to be when you grew up? 

 
E. Family History 
 What has provided you the greatest satisfaction in life? 
 How would you say the world has changed since you were young? 
 Was your family affected by the Depression? 
 Did you or anyone close to you serve in a war? What do you remember of that experience? 
 Did you support or oppose the war in Vietnam? How did you express your political opinions? 
 Did you participate in, or do you have any memories of any of the movements that came out of 

the1950s, '60s, and '70s, such as the civil rights movement, the women's liberation movement, 
or the gay liberation movement? 

 If the family member belongs to a group that has traditionally been discriminated against: what 
were you told, both positive and negative, about your group inside your family? Outside? Did 
you experience discrimination? Who were yourrole models? 

 If the family member is an immigrant or the child/grandchild of immigrants: what do you know of 
the country you or they came from? Why did you or they immigrate? How did you or they 
immigrate? What were some of your or their experiences and difficulties of beginning a life in a 
new country? 

 Do you remember your first contact with such significant inventions as radio, television, or a 
computer? When did your family first buy these items? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



What is the most interesting 
thing you learned about? 

Where does your family history 
originate? 

What did it make you curious 
about? 

What do you have in common 
with whom you interviewed? 

What is a difference you have 
with the person you 

interviewed? 

What was an story you 
learned about? 

Extra Thoughts! 

	  


