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ESSAY QUESTION STUDY GUIDE 
WILL BE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS FROM EACH SECTION 

 
RECONSTRUCTION: 

• Define Reconstruction and explain why it was necessary following the Civil War?  
• What were the major successes and failures of Reconstruction? 
• Why did Reconstruction come to an end and how did it socially impact the country? 
• How did Civil Rights of Blacks change throughout Reconstruction? Be sure to consider both the positive and negative and also 

note any specific policy changes. 
 

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION: 
• What is the Industrial Revolution and how did it change the American economy?  
• Who were key business leaders and how did their business impact the economy and government policies?  
• Explain how the Industrial Revolution led to urbanization and describe both the positive and negative impacts of urbanization. 
• What reform movements were sparked by the industrial revolution and who led them? 

 
IMPERIALISM IN AMERICA: 

• Explain Americas change from isolationism to interventionism and describe their expanding role in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

• What are 3 major diplomatic polices that led to American expansionism and explain each. 
• What were the causes & consequences of the Spanish American War 

 
AMERICAS ROLE IN WWI 

• What events led to the United States involvement in WWI?   
• How did America contribute to WWI and what impact did the US have on the outcome of war? 
• How did the United States involvement in WWI impact the home front? 
• What was the United States role in settling peace? 

 


